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Abstract: This study aims at examining community participation in the maintenance and management of 
tourist sites with particular reference to the Kakum National Park in Ghana. The research, therefore, 
selected the Mesomagor Township and its surrounding communities like Kruwa and Mfoum as the focus of 
its analysis. The accidental sampling technique was used in selecting 60 people including the Chief and 
other opinion leaders out of a total population of 188 to gather data for the study. The data collected was 
analysed using version 21 of the SPSS software. The data revealed among others that the local forest users 
have a great deal to contribute to our understanding of local resources and resource problem. Due to this, 
the study recommends that a consensus model of planning and consultation with the local people be done at 
every level in the planning and development of tourism facilities in Ghana and also the management of 
Kakum National Park should involve the members of the communities close to the park in the decision 
making process as this will go a long way to affect the park and the people positively. 
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1.  Introduction  
Ecotourism has been identified as one sector of the 
tourism industry which is attracting a lot of tourists 
into Ghana. It is against this background that this 
research into the Mesomagor Township which is 
one of the unique ecotourism sites we have in 
Ghana was selected to identify some of their 
problems in relation to the Kakum National Park 
and suggest possible solutions to them. The 
research is also aimed at finding out how the 
community can help in conserving the eco-system 
in the National Park. 
Ecotourism has been defined by many writers in a 
number of ways but for the purpose of this work, 
the definition of Ceballos-Lascurain and Johnsingh 
(1995) which states that it is “Environmentally 
responsible travel and visitation to relatively 
undisturbed natural areas, in order to enjoy, study 
and appreciate nature (an accompanying cultural 
feature both past and present) that promote 
conservation, has low negative impacts, and 
provide for sustainable and beneficially active 
socio-economic involvement of local population” 
(p.2) has been adopted.  
Tourism has been defined by many writers in a 
number of ways but for the purpose of this essay 
the definition by Matheson and Wall (1982) would 
be adopted and it states that it evolves the 
temporary movement of people to destination 
outside their stay in those destinations and facilities 
created to cater their need. From this, therefore, 
tourism caters for the tourist as it is evident from 
the World Tourism Organization (WTO) definition 
of tourism and quoted from Akyeampong (1996) as 
“any person visiting a country other than following 
an occupation remunerated from within the country 
visited, and the stay should not be less than a day 
and not more than a year” (p.2 ). This is further 
endorsed by the International Union of Official 
Travel Organization (IUOTO) (1963:14). 
The study has as its main objective to determine 
existing human activities before and after the 
creation of the Park, determine the perceptions of 
the local community people concerning the 
creation of the Park and finally to determine the 
involvement of the communities in the 
management of the Park. 
The study has the potential of bringing many 
benefits to Tourism and the locals in general. It will 
be useful to the Mesomagor Township and its 
surrounding communities in the conservation of 
National Parks with regards to the concept of 
community participation. Again, it will help the 
locals to change their perceptions positively 
towards the protection of the common property in 
the village. Finally, the results of the findings of 
this study will serve as a source of knowledge to 
other researchers and students of tourism and 
hospitality in general. 
The Study Area 
The Mesomagor Township is a small village at the 
eastern corridor the Kakum National Park and not 
too far from Nyankomasi Ahenkro in the Central 
Region of Ghana. It is in the Assin South District. 
The inhabitants are mostly farmers and do crop 
farming (cassava, plantain, cocoyam, yam and 
water yam). There is also tree crop farming like 
cocoa, coffee, palm and cola nuts. A few of them 
are self-employed business men and women. 
Mesomagor is an Akan word “Me ne me mba ye so 
agor” which literarily means “I and my children are 
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enough to play” in English. The village is the home 
of the Kukyekukyeku Bamboo Orchestra. 
Mesomagor is a farming community located in the 
Assin South District of the Central Region of 
Ghana approximately 40km northwest of the 
regional capital Cape Coast. Located on longitude 
– 1.28o E2 and latitude 5.48o IM, it has an estimated 
population of about 188 inhabitants (Ghana 
Housing and Population and Census, 2010).  
Mesomagor was originally inhabited because of its 
close proximity to the rain forest, but grew in 
population numbers because of its rich soil. The 
village of Mesomagor offers a great visiting 
opportunity to get in touch with real African rural 
life. Visitors can lodge at the comfortable village 
guesthouse, eat local foods specially prepared by 
well-trained women’s group, make friends with the 
local people who readily welcome visitors, take 
visitors round through their village and farms 
during the day and accompany them to the tree 
platform in the nearby Kakum Forest Reserve at 
night if they so wish. 
But even more, Mesomagor offers visitors the 
unique opportunity to watch a traditional bamboo 
orchestra and its dancers performing Ghanaian 
music and dance and to enjoy a traditional story 
telling evening, where old ‘Ananse stories’ and 
fairy tales are told, accompanied by lively 
improvisation of songs and drama pieces giving a 
glance at traditional village culture that they will 
never forget. (www.mesomagor.org) 
Mesomagor is the entrance to the eastern side of 
Kakum National Park. When visitors go to 
Mesomagor and experience a walk in the 
rainforest, they are offered the opportunity to listen 
and see the beauty of nature. The hike from the 
village to the tree platform is approximately two 
(2) hours and it takes about 45 minutes to an hour 
inside the forest. The tree platform was originally 
built in 2000 and has just recently been 
reconstructed. It stands about 30 feet from the 
ground. It offers you a unique experience while in 
the rainforest. It is an excellent place to hear and 
watch wildlife. The sights and sounds in the forest 
are amazing. The forest has Muna, Olive and 
Black-and-White Colobus monkeys, duikers, bush 
babies, Tree Dassies, forest elephants and more. 
The range of birds, insects, and animals visitors 
will see is wonderful and the guides will be able to 
help define each sound, (Klaus, 2012). 
The Problem 
Attitudes of local people towards the development 
of the Mesomagor Township and towards 
international tourists can be negative and positive. 
In this regards, there are conflict and problems 
when attitudes are negative and there is cordial 
relationship and good participation when attitudes 
are positive. The local people have negative 
perceptions towards the development of tourism 
facilities in their locality and also towards tourists 
who visit the area. The main rationale for this 
situation is that the people feel that they have been 
cut off from being involved in the management of 
this natural resource in generating revenue to 
develop their communities. 
 Community Participation in Tourism in Ghana 
“Community” is a word that lacks precise meaning. 
Pearsall et al (eds), (1998) define it variously in the 
Oxford Dictionary as a group of people “living 
together in one place” or having a religion, race, 
profession, or other particular characteristic in 
common” (p.371). The group can also be “the 
people of a district or country considered 
collectively, especially in the context of social 
values and responsibilities” or still “a body of 
nations or states unified by common (economic) 
interests”. Perhaps what these four definitions 
imply is the idea of an organized body or group of 
people in the same locality sharing common 
characteristics which might include economic, 
political, social and other interests. 
As used in this paper, the term refers to a group of 
any size whose members reside in a specific and 
historical locality. For administrative purposes and 
for convenience, politically created units or settler 
groups shall constitute a community. Thanks to the 
multiscale interpretation and linkage of the term 
“community”, the spatial impact of national 
policies and individual development can be traced 
throughout a nation. But reference shall be made to 
special communities that offer common or similar 
tourism products. The Akans and Ewes of Ghana; 
the Kikuyu and Luo of Kenya, the Basawa 
(Bushmen) of Botswana are some typical examples 
of ethnic-based communities in Africa. Others are 
the Igbo and Yoruba of south eastern and south 
western areas of Nigeria respectively. Still others in 
Ghana include the Dagomba and Gonja of northern 
Ghana. Such communities might be described as 
clans or tribes headed by traditional rulers (e.g. 
chiefs and kings) or family heads. 
Interest in community-based participation in 
tourism development has been growing in recent 
years (Murphy, 1985; Tosun, 1998; Tosun & 
Jenkins, 1998). Proponents of this strategy have 
argued that community involvement will help 
create entrepreneurial opportunities for locals and 
will help engage them in developmental decision-
making. It will also ensure that tourism 
development engenders benefits to the residents of 
the tourist area and is not disruptive to their lives, 
particularly relating to the socio-cultural and 
environmental consequences usually associated 
with tourism. In this sense, community 
participation will create good host-guest 
neighbourliness. Community policy is also 
important for sustaining the tourism sector for the 
benefits of both foreign tourists and native 
residents, not just for today but also tomorrow. It 
needs to be stated, however, that there are barriers 
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to the community approach to tourism 
development, be they at an operational, structural 
or even cultural level (Tosun, 1998, pp.83-93). In 
consequence, questions of how to over-come the 
barriers and how to encourage participation 
become relevant. 
Rationale for the Community Concept 
To further the points made in the introduction, it is 
worth stating that the land tenure system in Africa 
is such that there are three types of community 
land: land owned absolutely by a group of people 
or individuals; clan or family land; “stool” or 
“skin” land. The concept of “stool” land is peculiar 
to southern Ghana and that of “skin” to the north of 
Ghana. There is no firm legal definition of “stool”, 
but there are statutory legal definitions of “stool” 
lands. Forest Ordinance regards as “stool” land, all 
lands that are at the disposal of any native 
community. They are usually ancestral lands, 
which belong to communities. In Africa tourism 
development encroaches on common property. For 
this reason many African countries recognize the 
need for community involvement in tourism. 
The degree of tourism development in a 
community affects the perception of the local 
community. A well-developed tourism region that 
creates jobs and offers social facilities to the local 
community is seen positively as a blessing to the 
local people. If, however, tourism is developed at 
the expense of other needed benefits, the 
community will resent its presence. Distance from 
place of residence to tourist areas determines the 
frequency of contact of local communities with 
tourists. The higher the frequency of contact the 
more irritated the local community becomes if the 
general economic conditions of a community do 
not improve and if there is not enough public 
education to inform the community about the 
benefits to be derived if they were to support and 
be involved in the industry. 
Liu, Sheldon and Var (1987) observe balanced 
perceptions of impacts by communities with a 
longer history of links with tourists. In other words, 
perceptions of impacts are related to level of 
tourism development (Perdue. Long, & Aller, 
1987). On the other hand entrepreneurs are always 
positive about tourism compared to other groups 
(Pizam. 1978, Thomason, Crompton & Kamp, 
(1979). 
Tourism generates employment, which must 
benefit communities that live close to the tourism 
facility. Pizam (1978) sees a positive relationship 
between employment in and support for tourism 
and associates economic dependency on tourism 
with more positive perceptions of tourism. 
Adherents to this concept include Husbands (1989), 
Perdue et al.(1987), Mansfield (1992), Madrigal 
(1993), Glasson (1994), and Lankford and 
Howard(1994), and Lankford and Howard (1994). 
Location factors play a major role in how 
communities perceive tourism. As distance from 
place of residence to tourist areas increases, 
communities are less positive about tourism 
(Belisle & Hoy, (1980). However, Keogh (1990) 
observes that people living closer to a tourism 
facility see more negative impacts from tourism. 
A relevant factor in the African tourism 
development scene is political self-identification. 
Snepenger and Johnson (1991) see residents with 
conservative political views being more negative 
about tourism than those with moderate or liberal 
views. The level of awareness in the form of 
advertisement or public relations is relevant to the 
level of attachment of a community to a tourism 
facility. Residents of a community with a public 
relations campaign are more positive about tourism 
than those not exposed to a public relations 
campaign. This poses a major problem in many 
parts of Africa if modern public relations 
techniques or advertisements are used. The role of 
the local chief and his linguist is very crucial here 
in information dissemination. 
In the final analysis attitudes toward tourism follow 
some kind of equity or social exchange function 
(Lankford & Howard, 1994; Perdue et al, 1987), 
Madrigal (1993) describe social exchange theory as 
providing an economic-like analysis of interaction 
that focuses on the exchange and mutual 
dispensation of rewards and costs between actors. 
The underlying assumption of exchange is that 
actors behave in a way that maximizes the rewards 
and minimizes the costs they experience. This 
presupposes that communities must benefit from 
tourism facilities located in their localities. 
Community-based tourism provides the necessary 
conditions for sustainable tourism which Lane 
(1991) defined as satisfying jobs without 
dominating the local economy. He went on further 
to say that it must not abuse the natural 
environment and should be architecturally 
respectable. Again, he stressed that the benefits of 
tourism should be diffused through many 
communities, not concentrated on a narrow coastal 
strip or scenic valley. Sustainable tourism is linked 
to an ecologically sustainable development (ESD) 
framework (Bruntland, 1987). This framework is 
worldwide and is used to highlight key issues in 
managing economic growth and change with 
reference to tourism development. In some 
countries the Bruntland report has been translated 
into natural goals, policies and more detailed 
principles (Pearce, 1980). 
Formalized tourism development in some parts of 
Africa has a short history. Exceptions are South 
Africa, Zimbabwe, Kenya and some Maghreb 
countries (e.g. Tunisia). Since Ghana’s 
independence in 1957, a few international standard 
hotels and facilities have been provided or are in 
the process of being completed. Tourism attractions 
in Africa include national parks, nature reserves, 
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slave castles, waterfalls, authentic African culture, 
and tropical flora and fauna. Large amounts of 
international and domestic development funds have 
been used to sensitize the national and the 
international community to the attractions of 
Africa, which has for a long time remained on the 
periphery of the tourism industry. 
Community participation is strongly influenced by 
ethnic and cultural factors. But policies concerning 
ethnic and cultural tourism are much more 
contentious and controversial than for other types 
of tourism, mainly because the resource itself is the 
people who have their own views and could 
participate in the policy-making process. Tourism 
alters the nature of politics and may initiate 
conflicts when governments impose tourism 
development without consultation. Thus, the 
opportunities for the control of tourism must be in 
the hands of the indigenous people or communities 
living close to the tourism facility, and that tourism 
should be community driven. The limits of local 
tolerance for tourism may be described as a social 
carrying capacity; exceeding this threshold will 
have detrimental effects on the industry, because an 
unfriendly atmosphere will reduce a destination’s 
attractiveness to tourists (Murphy, 1985). 
There must be greater involvement of local 
community in the development of local tourism. 
This will permit a greater degree of local control 
over the direction of tourism development and 
ensure the use of local resources will increase 
employment and economic benefits to the 
community. Where residents have the impression 
that tourism is in the hands of outsiders, in the form 
of big companies and hotel chains, local people feel 
more alienated from the industry. 
Hence, tourism planning in Africa must not be “top 
down”. Local communities must be treated as 
resources and must benefit from the proceeds of 
such resources. Opportunities must be provided to 
obtain broad-based community participation in 
tourist events and activities. It should not be 
forgotten that it is the residents’ home that is being 
put on display and the residents who must act as 
hosts, whether or not they are directly involved 
with the industry. 
Case Studies: Ghana and Zimbabwe 
Van den Breemer, Drijver, and Venema (1995) 
identified nine case studies of community 
participation projects in Africa. These are located 
in Chad, Cameroon, Mali and Zimbabwe. 
Reviewed are cases from Ghana and Zimbabwe, 
two countries that offer contrasting biomes: the 
tropical rainforest and the tropical grassland. The 
flora and fauna of both countries are quite different 
but both countries experience or have experienced 
community antagonism in one form or the other. 
On the other hand, it appears Ghana has a lot to 
learn from the Zimbabwean CAMPFIRE 
experience (R.B. Martin, 1992). Another 
justification for choosing Ghana and Zimbabwe is 
that both countries represent two major vegetation 
zones of Africa and therefore solutions to problem 
of one can easily be replicated in areas of similar 
vegetation cover. 
The major findings in the two case studies are that: 
 Wildlife is recognized by the local 
communities as useful in the promotion of 
tourism; 
 Tourism contributes to rural development; 
 In Zimbabwe the local community is more 
involved in wildlife conservation than in 
Ghana. 
Campfire Project in Zimbabwe 
The CAMPFIRE (the Communal Areas 
Management Programme for Indigenous 
Resources) project in Zimbabwe involves the 
utilization of wildlife resources and management 
by communities living in a wildlife area. It is 
known as the CAMPFIRE program (R. B. Martin, 
1992). It is an example of the utilitarian approach 
in conservation. It has two major aspects: 
 It uses wildlife as an economic resource 
through promotion of tourism; 
 It returns income from the resource to 
communities living with wildlife. 
Thus, it aims to contribute to rural development 
and also to change attitudes towards wildlife and 
therefore to conservation resources. The 
combination of conservation and use of wildlife 
resources has long been seen as a strange mix, but 
increasingly it is being recognized that a regulated 
use of nature and its products have at least two 
advantages for conservation programmes. In Africa 
the creation of a National Park of a Resource 
Reserve, means the curtailment of legal access to 
wildlife and the deprivation of the best agricultural 
land. This certainly contributes to a general attitude 
towards wildlife, which then is seen as a nuisance 
and a threat to people and crops. The community 
sees wildlife and the reserve as a rightful 
communal resource to which access was unjustly 
restricted by an intruder. In many communal areas 
in Africa countries, though legally a no-access 
resource, wildlife use for subsistence hunting or 
“poaching” has been approved by the community 
as “a defiant gesture” against a powerful intruder. 
Ghana Wildlife Society (GWS) 
The role of Ghana Wildlife Society in community-
oriented ecotourism is vividly described by Owusu 
(1996). The society was first formed in the early 
1970s. It became dormant but was reviewed in 
1991 by the SAVE, the Seashore Birds Project – 
Ghana (SSPB-G). 
The society is committed to reaching out to people 
wherever they are to educate them on 
environmental and wildlife issues. It therefore 
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carries out regular visits to schools and 
communities using talks, films, and slide shows, 
symposia, durbars and campaigns to get 
conservation messages to the people.  The society 
engages in the development of community-based 
ecotourism through its wide membership and a 
wide coverage of the country through its wildlife 
clubs, club leaders, education coordinators, and 
community conservation education officers. This 
asset is being exploited to work with communities 
living in the vicinity of potential tourist sites, 
offering training in nature interpretation and other 
aspects of ecotourism. 
The society has also encouraged the development 
of marine turtle conservation strategy for Ghana. 
The strategy advocated is community based. The 
coastal people are the key stakeholders in the 
marine turtle as a resource. It is therefore in their 
interest that the resource is not extirpated. It is also 
imperative to have their support, cooperation and 
participation in any strategy to conserve turtles in 
Ghana. The strategy advocated seeks to forge a 
partnership between the local communities, the 
Ghana Wildlife Society as an NGO, and 
governmental agencies concerned with 
conservation of Ghana’s natural resources, such as 
the Wildlife Department. 
In relation to the Kakum National Park project in 
Ghana. Quaye (1996) sees that the best way to save 
the tropical forests is by associating the forest 
people with their management. Summing up this 
view, Ryan (1995) states that “A movement to 
protect forests which start from the local people has 
more opportunity of maintains the necessary 
flexibility (p.3, quoted in Quaye, 1996). Any action 
from outside that attempt to restrict the use of 
forest against the will of those living there is 
doomed to failure, as may be seen from the 
deterioration of many national parks in the tropics. 
If the forests are to remain ecologically stable, it is 
essential that the requirements of the inhabitants be 
respected. Quaye observes that the Kakum National 
Park (KNP) project has taken cognizance of this 
view and has taken steps to work in harmony with 
the communities through education, involvement 
and most importantly, by providing alternative 
sources of income. 
In conclusion, Quaye notes that cultural inertia 
plays a major role in maintaining traditional 
indigenous knowledge and how such knowledge is 
applied in conservation practices. In some ethnic 
groups the ritualized control of forest resources, 
through periodic prohibitions rooted in ancestral 
customs, is still a frequent practice that affects the 
harvesting of particular plants or hunting of 
particular animals. This constitutes elements of 
species and genetic conservation; such 
communities should be encouraged to play a more 
active role in forest management. 
Dei (1997a, 1997b) has similar views on Kakum 
National Park. The park covers an area of 356km
2
 
it is underlain by Birrimian rocks of gneisses and 
schists and is located on both Fante and Assin 
Attandanso lands. It protects the watershed of the 
Kakum river system. All these give to the park a 
strong physical unity in terms of lithology, climate 
and flora and fauna of the equatorial biome. 
Underlying the uniform physical environment are 
cracks in human relations between park officials 
and local communities and among local 
communities of differing ethnic origin. Research 
carried out in the three villages, Kruwa, Tufukro 
and Mesomagor by the Department of Tourism, 
Cape Coast Polytechnic, indicates a simmering 
discontent among the local population. The major 
actors in this are the Fantes and the Assins. The 
minor actors are the different ethnic groups (the 
stranger farmers)) that have set up villages around 
the park. Both groups have different perceptions 
about the benefits of the park. Both groups see the 
park as an encroachment on their farmlands but the 
former feel; embittered about their nonparticipation 
in the running of the park, particularly the Assins. 
Before the creation of the park in 1989, the area 
covered by the park played a very remarkable role 
in the life of the people. There was much human 
activity within the forest because it served as an 
economic venture. The forest served as hunting 
grounds for grass cutters, duikers, antelopes and 
many other animals. It also provided raw materials 
in the form of canes, wood and hides for local 
craftsmen. 
The creation of the Park meant also the creation of 
a new environment and possibly a new economic 
order and discipline. It resulted in shrinkage in 
cultivable land, hunting grounds, access to 
medicinal herbs and other forest products. 
Domestication of game animals was suggested to 
reduce poaching, but the strong craving for bush 
meat is an expensive culinary taste very detrimental 
to the survival of animal life in the park. To 
educate the population to domesticate game 
animals will therefore not solve the problem. 
Because the majority of the settlers are literate, the 
introduction of a new type of domesticated animals 
on a large scale, like chicken, rabbits, goats, sheep 
and even pigs (for the Christians), may help solve 
the problem. It is interesting to note that about 
66.6% of settlers are Christians while 33.4% are 
Muslims. It is estimated that with the imposition of 
the ban on Kakum Reserve, about 88% of the 
inhabitants now feed on the fish. Most settlers 
agree that the creation of the park has affected 
business activities. 
Because a significant portion of the communities 
are literate, they see the relevance of the park for 
the following reasons: 
 To protect the environment (6.66%) 
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 To conserve the environment for future 
generations (30%) 
 For infrastructure development (16.6) 
 For tourism (18.33%) 
 For employment (8.33%) 
 Other reasons (20%) 
Methodology 
The focus of this section is on the various methods 
used for collecting data for the study. This includes 
a description of the data sources, the target 
population, data collection methods, research 
approach, sampling procedure and limitation on the 
data collection. Data was collected from both 
primary and secondary sources. According to 
Curtis (2010), primary data are data collected by 
the research with a specific goal in mind. Primary 
data collection for this study focused on both 
qualitative and quantitative methods. For instance, 
primary data was collected through the use of 
questionnaire and observation. Secondly, data for 
the study on the other hand included references 
from existing journals and other organizational 
reports and newsletters. 
The target population for the study included all 
males and females and all adult in the community. 
Opinion leaders and the Chief in the town were 
also involved in the whole exercise. Also, other 
townsfolk from surrounding areas like Kruwa and 
Mfoum were also involved in the research.  
Mesomagor community has an estimated 
population of about 188 based on the household 
counts by the Odikro or Chief of the village. Out of 
this size, sixty (60) people were selected from the 
community to the primary source of data for the 
research. 
Accidental sampling was used for selecting the 
respondents from the community. Thus any 
member of the village above 18 years was 
contacted and permission sought and the purpose 
for the research were explained to them and for the 
villagers who cannot read the questionnaires in 
English, some form of assistance was offered to aid 
them interpret and fill the questionnaire. The 
questionnaires were structured using open-ended 
question and close ended question. Respondents 
answered the opened-ended question with their 
own words and then ticked the possible answers in 
the close-ended questions. The content of the 
questionnaires was in two (2) sections; “A” which 
is personal characteristics of the respondents and 
“B,” the views of the villagers in the protection of 
the common property (forest). 
The questionnaires were analysed by first 
designing a coding scheme based on the range of 
responses given by the respondents. The 
questionnaires were then numbered serially for the 
purpose of identification, after which the responses 
to the various questions were assigned values or 
codes as per coding scheme. The Statistical 
Package for Social Science (SPSS) version 21 was 
used to defined and capture the responses for 
analysis. The results were presented in descriptive 
statistics using statistical tables and figures 
indicating the frequency and percentage of 
respondents who choose each alternative for a 
question. 
Data Analysis 
Perception of Townsfolk Following Park 
Establishment 
A major significant and indispensable fact about 
tourism and socio-cultural and socio-economic 
consequences is that there can be on tour ism 
without cultural change (table 1). In plain words, if 
a government or state does not want to be affected 
by the results of the industry then the new venture 
has to be so in Ghana. Individual respondents were 
equally divided as to the benefits to be derived 
(table 1). The entire community, however, believes 
that the park will be beneficial to them. Further 
they gave no apprehension about the declined in 
moral value or conflict of interest, even though 
only 40% are not involved in park activities. The 
local people believe that most of them do not 
benefit from the proceeds of the park and the 
benefit to the community is now very low. 
Table 1 Perception of Villagers Following Park Establishment Percentages % 
       Yes  No  Indifferent 
A. Effect of park on business activities  80  20 
B. Response to ban on human activities  90  10 
C. Benefits from the park    30  60  10 
Individual benefits    20  40 
Community     10  20                 10 
D. Decline in social and moral value  40  60 
E. Conflict of interest    30  70 
F. Involved in park activities    60  40 
             
    
      Field work, March 2016  
The local community believes strongly than creation of park would not have any negative impact on their 
culture. It remains to be seen whether this will continue to encourage cultural practices among the varying 
ethnic groups of the park. In a multi-ethnic or multi-tribal society, as the one in the park area, multicultural 
Community Participation in Tourism: Examining the Nexus of Collaboration between the Community of Mesomagor and 
the Management of the Kakum National Park in Ghana 
 
Asian Journal of Multidisciplinary Studies, 4(11) October, 2016 162 
activities could be encouraged for the enjoyment of both the local community and the visitors. From table 2 it is 
clear that communities living around the park benefit from some kind of economic venture related to the 
environment. Such ventures could operate both within and outside the park. 
Most people from Mesomagor about 98.9% believe that they collect rope and poles from the nearby 
environment for sale and only a paltry 1.1% feel they do not. The same percentage 98.9% said they collect 
thatch from the forest and 1.1% say they do not. Also for harvesting and collection of firewood and herbs for 
sale, 93.3% say they collect, with 6.7% saying no to that. For the collection of herbs, 78.2% responded 
positively while 21.8% were against that. 
Table 2 Economic Activities and other benefits derived by Communities living Around the Park (%) 
 Rope & Pole Thatch collection Collection & 
Harvesting 
Collection of Herbs 
for income 
Village Yes No Yes No Yes No Yes No 
Mesomagor 98.9 1.1 98.9 1.1 93.3 6.7 78.2 21.8 
Kruwa 80 20 80 20 90 10 70 30 
Tufukro 95 5 95 5 98 2.0 78 22 
Field work, March 2016 
With restrictions imposed on the park, it is assumed that the communities operate outside the park. Note the 
significance of herbs for traditional medicine and the use of forest products for roofing. As shown in table 3, the 
majority of the people support he creation of the park and it use for conservation purposes. However they are 
not happy about the destruction of their farms by wild animals the stray outside the park and their non-
participation in the management of the park. They agree however that they have been compensated financially 
for the release of their lands. 
Table 3 Reaction of Local Communities to Issues Related to the Creation of the Park (%) 
 Destruction of 
farms by wild 
animals 
Release of land 
and 
compensation 
Support for 
conservation of 
park 
Participation in 
Parks 
management 
 
Village Yes No Yes No Yes No Yes No Indifferent. 
Mesomagor 78 22 89.2 10.8 89.6 10.4 - 96 4 
Kruwa 70 30 90 10 96 4 10 85 5 
Tufukro 80 20 95 5 98 2 5 90 5 
Field work, March 2016 
Table 4 shows a firm commitment by the community not to hunt within the park; however, they will hunt 
outside the park. A point was strongly made that any animal that strays outside the park would be considered as 
an enemy and would not be shot. It is significant to state that bush meat (or meat from game) is delicacy among 
Ghanaians. This observation is significant in any attempt to plan for wildlife conservation in the park. With time 
the animal population in the park will increase and there will be several cases of trespassing and eventual death 
of such animals 
 
Table 4 Views on Hunting Within and Outside the Park (%) 
 Age 10-29 Age 30 – 49 Age > 50 
Village Yes Indifferent Yes Indifferent Yes Indifferent 
Mesomagor 98.0 2.0 94.0 6.0 96.4 3.6 
Field work, March 2016 
Note: “yes” indicates willingness to hunt outside the park and “no” means the opposite. 
This will bring friction between the local community and park administrator. Domestication of game animals, is 
being suggested will maintain the acquired taste for game meat, this discouraging poaching when meat from 
domesticated game is no longer available. With the creation of the park more and people will visit the rural 
environment. This will obviously affect residents’ cost of living. The few case of price change shown in table 5 
are indication of what is expected in the future. It is anticipated that the change will have an impact on the 
lifestyle of the local community. The impact will be positive if local participation in the administration of the 
park leads to income generating activities that will increase the purchasing power and therefore residents’ 
standard of living. 
Table 5: Effects of Park on Prices of Some Forest Products (GH¢) 
Products Unit Price Before Park Unit Price After Park 
Pestle 15 25 
Grass cutter (average size) 60 150 
Sugar cane  (average length) 5 10 
Thatch (one piece) 15 3 
Cane basket 10 20 
Mortar (one piece) 20 30 
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Conclusion 
From the model, it has been realized that the 
technique underscores consensus while the new 
political administration of Ghana focuses on 
decentralization and allows grassroots participation 
in decision making. It is a well known fact that the 
old system of planning in most African Countries 
has a number of drawbacks. From the research, it 
came to light that most of the local people are 
willing to hunt outside the park. It has also been 
found out that the park has positively boosted their 
business activities in the village but some of them 
were of the view that the benefits from the park are 
not forth coming. 
Further, most of the local people consorted to the 
fact that they have been paid compensations due to 
destruction of farms by animals, and that they will 
support the conversation of the park’s and  they are 
ready to participate in park management if given 
the chance. Generally, most of the local people 
agreed that prices of certain forest products have 
gone up with the introduction of the parks. 
This study, therefore, has examined some aspects 
of community involvement in tourism in Ghana 
with reference to a locality in the tropical forest 
zone, Mesomagor in the Assin South District in 
Ghana. It has been establishment that local 
communities have come to accept the idea of 
tourism and nature conservation, provided these 
will bring improvement in their lifestyles. This is 
because the study line in Ghana has shown that 
most of the local people in tourism created areas 
that have been affected economically and socially. 
The question now being asked is: why are the 
people not being involved in the administration of 
the park and other tourism facilities? 
It has been laid out clearly that from this and other 
experiences that communities can and should be 
involved in the administration, management, 
planning and decision-making processes of tourist 
sites. It is a fact that the local forest users have a 
great deal to contribute to our understanding of 
local resources and resource problem. 
Recommendations 
 It is recommended to the management of 
Kakum National Park with the creation of 
the park to involve the members of the 
communities close to the park in the 
decision making process as this will go a 
long way to affect the park and the people 
positively. 
 It is anticipated that more and more people 
will visit this rural environment so more 
receptive facilities be created to cater for 
the needs of the visitors. 
 It is also strongly recommended that a 
consensus model of planning and 
consultation with the local people be done 
at every level in the planning and 
development of tourism facilities in 
Ghana. 
The domestication of game animals is strongly 
recommended to reduce poaching, but the strong 
craving for bush meat by the local people still pose 
a danger to the animal life in the park. The 
introduction of new type of domesticated animals 
on a large scale; like chicken, rabbits, goats, sheep 
and even pigs (for the Christians, may help solve 
the problem). 
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